Comparison of Athens and Sparta
	ATHENS
	SPARTA

	Democratic
	Totalitarian

	Every citizen (males)could participate in government 

directly, by voting on issues brought before them

= DIRECT DEMOCRACY

** women and slaves were not   considered citizens
	All parts of life: economic, social, political, religious, and educational are controlled by the state



	
	Life was organized around

military needs = militaristic

state

	
	Individualism and new ideas

were discouraged

	The Age of Pericles,

“Golden Age of Athens”

Many advancements in:

· Art 

· Architecture

· Literature

· Drama

· Math 

· Science


	Did not promote individual

freedom in the arts and sciences

and thus it had little impact on

western European history


